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FROM OUR PATRON
The Ramsgate Montefiore Heritage was set up over five years ago to perpetuate the memory
of Sir Moses Montefiore and to acknowledge his importance to all the residents of
Ramsgate. I was delighted when I was invited to be a Patron. My late husband Patrick was
a great-great-great nephew of Sir Moses, and was immensely proud of his ancestor. His
picture has always hung in the hall of my home together with the family crest and motto
“Think and Thank”, it was these words that Patrick would often quote to our children
Poppy and Dominic as they were growing up telling them to remember them, the words
were important to him as he felt that they were a template for life.
I think the fact that Sir Moses gave so generously to so many local causes, irrespective of
religious affiliations, is a pivotal reason why he is so highly regarded locally.
The Committee meets regularly to organise various activities throughout the year, which
attract many visitors and keeps his memory alive.
Coral Sebag-Montefiore

RMH Newsletter Winter 2018
Since our last edition, we have had two very successful events: a talk in November by
Father Marcus Holden which is reviewed here by Diana da Costa and a concert by the
Klezmer Group, Shir, in January. A report of the latter event will appear in the next
edition.
Also in this edition, we have an obituary for Kate Hamlyn, who sadly died this year, RMH
editor until her death, an article from Barry Latchford on the inspiration behind his
creation of a bust of Sir Moses Montefiore and an article by Benedict Kelly on the history
of Temple Cottage.
For future editions, we welcome any contributions relating to Sir Moses, either about his
life, his friends and wider family, his international work as well as his life in Ramsgate,
so please get in touch with us, preferably by email to
ramsgatemontefioreheritage@outlook.com .
The next edition will be available in July 2018 and contributions should be received by
30th June 2018.
Gerald Tripp
Chairman & Editor Pro-Tem

Building Jerusalem in Ramsgate – The Converging and
Contrasting Visions of Sir Moses Montefiore and Augustus Welby
Pugin
On Sunday 26th November 2017 sixty-five people were packed into the Function Room of
the Comfort Inn in Ramsgate to hear Father Marcus Holden give a fascinating illustrated
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talk on two of Ramsgate’s 19th century luminaries who were contemporaneous of each
other, Sir Moses Montefiore and Augustus Welby Pugin. The influence of both gentlemen
went way beyond the confines of Ramsgate but Fr. Marcus’ talk concentrated on their
respective local contributions.
Sir Moses and Augustus Pugin were both orthodox, observant, religious gentlemen of two
minority 19th century religions – Judaism and Roman Catholicism whose adherents had
only gained political emancipation in the course of the 19th century. Pugin had been a
convert to Roman Catholicism and Montefiore had become more religious in adulthood.
Both too were of foreign extraction – Pugin’s father was French having escaped the French
Revolution and Montefiore had been born in Livorno, Italy. Both had chosen Ramsgate, a
then up-and-coming seaside resort, to make their second homes and both built places of
worship, primarily for their personal use.
Interestingly, in building their Synagogue and Church respectively, Montefiore and Pugin
tried to re-create Jerusalem in Ramsgate. For Pugin, rejecting classicalism and embracing
Gothic architecture, it was more allegorical but for Montefiore the design of his Synagogue
was similar to that of the Second Temple in Jerusalem and the Mausoleum, built for
himself and his wife, Judith, was based on Rachel’s Tomb. One common feature in both
places of worship was the inclusion of Minton tiles.
Augustus Pugin and Sir Moses loved to travel, and both have monuments in Jerusalem
although it is not recorded whether Pugin ever visited Jerusalem. After his death, Pugin’s
son built the St. Augustine’s Monastery in Jerusalem and Montefiore built the famous
Kent-style Windmill in Jerusalem, along with the Alms-Houses which were designed by a
local architect and built by local craftsmen, all from Ramsgate. Interestingly, both Pugin
and Montefiore chose to be buried in Ramsgate, in graves facing east towards Jerusalem.
Beyond architecture, both men were great philanthropists. Pugin helped sailors who were
ship-wrecked and opened a school for poor children in Ramsgate. Montefiore meanwhile
helped a number of local good causes in Ramsgate as well as making seven trips in Europe
and the Middle East to mediate on behalf of persecuted Jews and Christians. But in their
personal lives both men suffered bereavements – Pugin’s first two wives died young and
Montefiore survived his wife by twenty-three years. One of Montefiore’s sorrows was that
he never had any children. In contrast, Pugin fathered eight but, dying prematurely at
the age of forty, did not see any reach adulthood.
One question Fr. Marcus posed, was whether the two gentlemen living on the two opposite
cliffs in Ramsgate, ever met? There is no evidence that they met but must have known of
each other as they had one mutual friend, Dr. James Daniel, a local physician. That stated,
there was an age-gap of twenty-three years with Montefiore born in 1784 and Pugin in
1812.
At the conclusion of his talk, Fr. Marcus put forward the proposal that it would be fitting
for there to be a statue to both Pugin and Montefiore in Ramsgate in recognition of their
respective contributions to Ramsgate. It was subsequently agreed by the RMH Committee
to pursue this idea.
Diana da Costa
December 2017
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Kate Hamlyn obituary
Kate Hamlyn, long time member and editor of the RMH Newsletter, who has died of cancer
aged 60, was born in London, daughter of Anne (nee Carroll) and Peter Hamlyn, both
teachers. The family moved to Slough, where she attended St Bernard’s Convent School
before returning to London to study classics at University College.
After graduation, she took a series of jobs: at the National Theatre box office, as a language
teacher in Italy, and as a secretary at the bankers, Lazard Brothers. She returned to
Lazard’s in 1987 as a financial analyst, then as a member of a team working on mergers
and acquisitions. She left, as her husband Dr Mark Samuel has said, to take up financial
journalism as a way of supporting a frustrated literary career.
Kate married Mark Samuel, an archeologist in 1993, with whom she had two sons, Ned
and Finn. In 2003 the family moved to Ramsgate where Kate soon set up what one could
only call a series of ‘salons’ or dinner parties for friends and new acquaintances to meet
and discuss the wide range of subjects in which she was interested and about which she
was concerned
Kate had been the delegate for Dulwich at Labour’s 1987 National Conference, and
complained on the Today programme of the impracticality of women “lifting themselves up
by their own bra straps”; in 1993 she was leading a successful campaign to save
Camberwell public baths from closure.
Kate could never have been said to be inactive, although her conventional working life had
ended. Having moved to Ramsgate in 2003, Kate threw herself into local educational,
charitable and political groups. She was on the committee to rebuild the library after an
arson attack; served as a governor at St Laurence Primary School; raised funds for the
Ramsgate Arts Festival; hosted the West Cliff book group; and stood in the Thanet District
Council elections in 2015
It did not take too long after settling in Ramsgate before Kate became a member of the
RMH and in 2014 took on the task of Editor of the RMH Newsletter. She edited five editions
of the newsletter and was preparing the sixth when she became ill. Her editing and the
articles she contributed were much admired and set a high standard that will be hard to
follow.
Kate was always full of energy, with a zest for life, with wide interests and always generous
of her time, she will be sadly missed in the town and at the Ramsgate Montefiore Heritage
in particular.
Mark Negin
October 2017

My Inspiration for the Bust of Sir Moses Montefiore
When I settled in Ramsgate just over two years ago I was keen to learn its history and
what made it the town it is today. Among the many prominent names that kept recurring,
most predominant for me was that of Sir Moses Montefiore. His perseverance in reversing
-4-

financial calamity, and his continued public spiritedness and philanthropy all seem to
show in the images of him which I saw on the internet.

The clay original
Those images I found captivating; heavy Victorian attire enveloping the man, with his head
and features cradled in the clothing. Somehow the weighty apparel seemed to frame and
enhance the character of the man. It reminded me a little of the statue of Balzac whom
Rodin portrayed totally immersed in the dressing gown which he wore as he wrote.
Working with photographs always presents a difficulty as everyone is different and they
always bring with them their own truths and lies. I gathered as many images as I could
from the internet and posted them on a board for a few months, until I felt sufficiently
confident that I’d got a proper, or as proper as possible, grasp of the man. After a few false
starts I finally felt that I was achieving what I was striving for, and I feel that in the end I
have been to a measurable extent successful.
With regard to the coloured patinas; nowadays bronzes are most often given one patina
treatment over the whole piece, however with this I felt that by emphasising the clothing
with coloured patinas it contributed far better to the overall effect that had initially
impressed me in the black and white photographs.
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.
The Finished and Waxed Bronze
I would like to acknowledge Spacers Ltd and their team (Steve, Lynsey, Dan, Karina and
Sarah) for the use of facilities and their invaluable help. Also, my thanks to Mike Child for
firing the terracotta in his kiln.
Barry Latchford
3rd December 2017

Temple Cottage (No. 21 Honeysuckle Road)
On 6th May 1831, Sir Moses Montefiore purchased a parcel of land from Mary Kingsford,
for the building of his Synagogue which was completed in 1833. On the 28th August 1833,
Montefiore bought more land, this time from the Appleton’s Trustees. The plot came with
a small cottage, which was demolished by Montefiore in 1837 and replaced with new
building named Temple Cottage. It was in the same Gothic style as East Cliff Lodge. The
cottage was a double fronted building with leaded windows and contained a very
distinctive stone lantern sited on the roof. There was a large cellar, and in later
photographs, the building was entirely clad in ivy. Temple Cottage was divided into two
parts, and housed the Ministers of the Synagogue.
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Temple Cottage in the 1950’s, courtesy of Miriam Rodrigues-Pereira
The first two ministers at the Montefiore Synagogue were the brothers Emanuel Hyman
Myers (1805-1885) and Isaac Henry Myers (1811-1877). They had both come to Ramsgate
in 1833 when the Synagogue was first completed. The brothers were born in London, and
were chiefly educated by their father Rev. Henry Henoch Myers (1789-1844) who was born
in Hamburg.
As well as performing their religious duties, the brothers were to set up two separate
schools in and around Temple Cottage. The two schools were originally separate and
distinct Establishments, but merged together into new premises at Hereson House in
around 1861.
Emanuel Myers
Emanuel Myers lived at no. 2 Temple Cottage, which was located 70ft. from the Synagogue.
The property had a rateable value of £4 10s. Myers’ occupation was Reader at the
Synagogue, he also acted as domestic chaplain to Sir Moses Montefiore and accompanied
the Baronet and Lady Judith on their travels to the Holy Land in 1849.
He married Annie Levy on 20th January 1836 and by the time of the 1851 census, they
had two sons named Joseph and Phineas and a daughter called Hannah.
On the 14th July 1840, he was tried as an insolvent debtor at Maidstone. His occupation
was listed as “a dealer in cigars, killing butcher, clerk to the synagogue at Ramsgate and
commission agent”.
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In 1841, Emanuel Myers founded the “Temple Cottage School”, which was later renamed
the “Temple Cottage Academy”. It was advertised in the Jewish Chronicle on 14th October
1859 as being: “Surrounded by rustic scenery and delightfully situated on one of the
higher parts of Ramsgate, protected by the surrounding cliffs from Easterly winds”. From
1833, Emanuel had served as Shochet, but in 1861 he announced that he had resigned
from this office in order to give his undivided attention to the superintendence of his
school.
In 1864, Jacob Tritsch, under the care of Emanuel Myers, taught French, German and
Spanish at the Temple Cottage Academy.
Emanuel Myers died on 20th January 1885 and was buried in the Ramsgate Jewish
Cemetery.
Isaac Myers
In 1851, Isaac Myers was living in a small workman’s cottage, in a terrace of four opposite
Temple Cottage. The cottages contained two bedrooms, parlour and a kitchen. Myers paid
3 shillings a week in rent to live here. Two of the cottages were described as newly erected
in 1841. Sir Moses Montefiore purchased this land from Mary Sloper on 10th November
1859. By 1873 these cottages had been pulled down – today the foundations still appear
amongst the woodland undergrowth.
As of 1861 Myers lived at No.1 Temple Cottage which had a rateable value of £9. He lived
here with his wife Maria (nee Joseph) who he married on 22nd January 1845. His
occupation was listed as “Reader at the Jewish Synagogue”, a position he held for 44 years.
By the time of the 1851 census, they had two sons, Henry and Montefiore and two
daughters, Judith and Miriam. In the following census of 1861, more children were added
to the Myers family: Nathaniel, Gabriel and Fanny.
Isaac Myers had also founded a school. In the census of 1841 he had seven students aged
7 to 13 and by 1852 it was also called the “Temple Cottage Academy”. He was assisted by
Dr. Joseph Fiebermann, of the University of Bonn and in 1859, Mr Jacob H. Cohen was
appointed, who had previously taught at the Jew’s Free School, London for eight years.
The curriculum included Hebrew, English, French, German and Latin, and was open to
Jewish and non-Jewish pupils. On the subject of non-Jewish students, a Mr Cohen, was
prompted to pen a letter to the Jewish Chronicle on 13th June 1849: “Staying at Ramsgate,
I paid a visit to the educational establishment of the Rev. I.H. Myers, and was not less
gratified than surprised to find that, among his very limited number of scholars, he has
three or four Christian pupils boarding with them, and being educated for professions.
Highly respectable Christians thus bearing testimony to Jewish talent, by sending their
sons to be educated by a Jewish minister, whilst it reflects credit upon our nation, is
certainly one of the strongest proofs of the growing liberality of the age”.
In about 1859, the school had moved to Hereson House, the premises were described as
having been “erected with the strictest regard to health and comfort; the class rooms,
dormitories, dining, dressing, and bath rooms being lofty, spacious, and well ventilated”.
The school offered three scholarships at the value of £40, £30, and £20 each. These were
tenable for three years. The Jewish Chronicle again on 15th July 1870: “The Reverend
Isaac H. Myers receives into his Establishment twelve young gentlemen, whom, with the
aid of university graduates, he prepares for the public schools, competitive examinations
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and professional or mercantile pursuits. Resident German and French Professors ensure
the speaking of foreign languages. The home training is that of English gentlemen”.
Isaac’s daughters also ran a school for young ladies. The Misses Myers announced their
intention to open this school in the Jewish Chronicle on 8th September 1871. A later
advert in the Jewish Chronicle on 17th December 1875 describes this as “The
Establishment for young Ladies”, which was being run then at Elms Park House, on
Ramsgate’s Westcliff.
In 1868, the Temple Cottage Academy was taken over by Jacob Tritsch, who had married
Emanuel Myer’s daughter, Hannah, in the same year. The school was renamed the
Hereson House Academy. Isaac Myers died on 22nd June 1877 at Temple Cottage. He left
an estate valued at £2,000. He was interred at the Novo Jewish cemetery, Bevis Marks,
London.
The 1887 Kelly’s street directory lists the two parts of Temple Cottage as being occupied
by Mrs. Myers and Miss Myers.
In 1891, Temple Cottage was demolished and rebuilt for the Rev. G. S. Belasco who was
appointed Minister in 1888. The Thanet Advertiser, 17th January 1891: “We are pleased
to hear that Mr. Joseph-Sebag Montefiore, of East Cliff Lodge, has just given orders to a
local builder for certain work to be done in this town at a cost approaching £1,000, thus
affording employment for a considerable number of our workmen at a period of much
slackness”.

Sir Joseph Sebag-Montefiore laid the foundation stone, which was located to the side of
the building. It was a substantial 2-storey double fronted brick-built house with tall bay
windows with a large cellar underneath. The property had 4 big bedrooms and a small
servant’s bedroom at the rear, which was a latter addition. The house had an attractive
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garden which backed onto a small cliff which was the line of an old chalk quarry. In the
First World War tunnels were dug into the chalk face, these tunnels exited onto the
grounds of the Lady Judith College.
On 21st August 1891, Miriam Levy died at Temple Cottage and was buried in the Ramsgate
Jewish Cemetery.
The Kelly’s directories record that Temple Cottage was occupied by the Rev. G. S. Belasco
and his wife Cordelia from 1893 until 1928. He lived there until his death on 24th
September 1929. He left £1,609 in his will.
The next long-term resident was the Rev. B. Rodrigues-Pereira, the Rev. Belasco’s
successor as Minister, who lived there with his wife and family from 1929 until 1964 when
increasingly ill health forced his reluctant departure.
In 1930, Temple Cottage had a telephone installed, the phone number was “Ramsgate
452”.

Above. The path steps to Temple Cottage. Photographed by Benedict Kelly, 2017.
In 1967 the property was leased to the “Lubavitch Camps & Week-end Seminars”. There
were no occupants after the Lubavitch and the building lay empty. The house appears
lastly on a 1972 Ordnance Survey map. It was destroyed by fire and was subsequently
demolished.
Benedict Kelly,
January 2018
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WANTED - EDITOR – FOR RMH NEWSLETTER

The RMH Newsletter is published twice a year – December/January and
July/August. The role is not onerous as hitherto RMH has been fortunate as
there seems to be no shortage of material. But we need someone who will
compile the contributions and will also be free to make their own mark on the
publication.
Please could anyone who is interested contact either the Chairman, Gerald
Tripp or the Hon. Secretary, Diana da Costa via
ramsgatemontefioreheritage@outlook.com to arrange a telephone
discussion.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
for which further details will be dispatched nearer the time
TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2018 EVENING
An illustrated talk by ELIZABETH STEVEN, volunteer at Worth Park, who has undertaken research
on ABRAHAM MONTEFIORE (1788-1824), the lesser known younger brother of Sir Moses, and his
descendants. Worth Park was the Sussex estate near Crawley, purchased by Abraham Montefiore
around 1816.
NB We are also provisionally planning a coach trip to Worth Park this summer.

SUNDAY 17th JUNE 2018 AFTERNOON
The annual MONTEFIORE DAY CONCERT will be taking place at the Ramsgate Montefiore
Synagogue, courtesy of the Montefiore Endowment.

*****
Further information pertaining to all events are sent out by separate mailings. If you are not already
on the RMH mailing list or you know of someone or an organisation who would like to be added,
please email us at ramsgatemontefioreheritage@outlook.com
Likewise, if you would like to join RMH, please email us.
Announcements also appear on the RMH website and Facebook page:
Website: http://www.ramsgatemontefioreheritage.org.uk
Facebook: Ramsgate Montefiore Heritage
https://www.facebook.com/RamsgateMontefioreHeritage/info/?tab=page_info
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